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Immigration Violations 
 
428.1     PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
The immigration status of individuals alone is not a matter for police action.  It is 
incumbent upon all employees of this Department to make a personal commitment to 
equal enforcement of the law and equal service to the public regardless of alien status.  
Confidence in this commitment will increase the Department’s effectiveness in protecting 
and serving the entire community. 
 
428.2      DEPARTMENT POLICY 
The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has primary jurisdiction for 
enforcement of the provisions of Title 8, U.S. Code dealing with illegal entry, etc.   
 
428.3      PROCEDURES FOR IMMIGRATION COMPLAINTS 
Persons wishing to report immigration violations should be referred to the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  The Employer Sanction Unit of the ICE 
has primary jurisdiction for enforcement of Title 8, U.S. Code. 
 
428.31    BASIS FOR CONTACT 
The fact that an individual is suspected of being an undocumented alien alone shall not 
be the basis for contact, detention, or arrest. 
 
428.32    ICE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
If a specific request is made by the ICE or any other federal agency, this Department will 
provide available support services, such as traffic control or keep-the-peace efforts, 
during the federal operation.   
 
428.33     NOTIFICATION OF IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
               ENFORCEMENT 
In accordance with Health and Safety Code § 11369, when there is reason to believe 
that any person arrested for violation of Health and Safety Code §§ 11350, 11351, 
11351.5, 11352, 11353, 11355, 11357, 11359, 11360, 11361, 11363, 11366, 11368 or 
11550, may not be a citizen of the United States, the arresting officer shall notify ICE. 
 
 
428.34     DETERMINATION OF IMMIGRANT STATUS 
Determination of immigration status is primarily the jurisdiction of the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.   
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428.4  CONSIDERATION PRIOR TO REPORTING TO ICE  
The Santa Cruz Police Department is concerned for the safety of local citizens and thus 
detection of criminal behavior is of primary interest in dealing with any subject.  Race, 
gender, religion, sexual orientation, age, occupation or other arbitrary aspects are of no 
bearing on the decision to arrest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


